THE patient, G. S., aged 65, a garden labourer, came under observation last June complaining of severe itching, which he said began the previous August. There was nothing to be seen beyond a few scratchmarks on the shoulders, and therefore it was diagnosed as a case of pruritus or urticaria, although there were no wheals to be seen. During last August the back and flanks assumed a slate-coloured discoloration, and there are now some patches on the chest and about the clavicles. Gradually the discoloration assumed its present hue, which might easily be mistaken for tinea versicolor, so much does it resemble that disease in colour and distribution. He also showed enlargement of the glands in the axillae, groins, and in the sterno-mastoid region. The urine was examined: Specific gravity, 1,010; no sugar or albumin. A biopsy showed pigment in the basal layer of the epithelium and in the corium.
The exhibitor remarked that similar cases of pigmentation have been described as following urticaria.
Dr. T. D. SAVILL said he thought the pigmentation was started by phthiriasis. He had seen the condition occasionally in old people, and this man was aged 68. Sometimes it extended to other parts of the body.
Hypertrophic Lichen Planus of Two Months' Duration in a Boy aged 10. 9 By S. E. DORE, M.D.
THE points of interest in the case were: (1) the comparative rarity of the disease in childhood; (2) the well-marked implication of the tongue and buccal mucous membranes; (3) the annular formation of the lesions on the limbs; (4) the association of follicular keratosis with the lesions of lichen planus.
